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19 CFR Ch. I (4–1–10 Edition) § 103.31a 

22. Seal number. 

[T.D. 81–168, 46 FR 32565, June 24, 1981, as 

amended by T.D. 84–111, 49 FR 19953, May 10, 

1984; 49 FR 23340, June 6, 1984; T.D. 85–123, 50 

FR 29954, July 23, 1985; T.D. 91–77, 56 FR 

46114–46115, Sept. 10, 1991; T.D. 92–92, 57 FR 

44089, Sept. 24, 1992. Redesignated by T.D. 96– 

36, 61 FR 19838, May 3, 1996, and amended by 

T.D. 99–27, 64 FR 13675, Mar. 22, 1999; T.D. 01– 

14, 66 FR 8767, Feb. 2, 2001; CBP Dec. 08-25, 73 

FR 40726, July 16, 2008] 

§ 103.31a Advance electronic informa-
tion for air, truck, and rail cargo; 
Importer Security Filing informa-
tion for vessel cargo. 

The following types of advance elec-

tronic information are per se exempt 

from disclosure under § 103.12(d), unless 

CBP receives a specific request for such 

records pursuant to § 103.5, and the 

owner of the information expressly 

agrees in writing to its release: 

(a) Advance cargo information that is 

electronically presented to Customs 

and Border Protection (CBP) for in-

bound or outbound air, rail, or truck 

cargo in accordance with § 122.48a, 

123.91, 123.92, or 192.14 of this chapter; 

(b) Importer Security Filing informa-

tion that is electronically presented to 

CBP for inbound vessel cargo in accord-

ance with § 149.2 of this chapter; 

(c) Vessel stow plan information that 

is electronically presented to CBP for 

inbound vessels in accordance with 

§ 4.7c of this chapter; and 

(d) Container status message infor-

mation that is electronically presented 

for inbound containers in accordance 

with § 4.7d of this chapter. 

[CBP Dec. 08–46, 73 FR 71780, Nov. 25, 2008] 

§ 103.32 Information concerning fines, 
penalties, and forfeitures cases. 

Except as otherwise provided in these 

regulations or in other directives (in-

cluding those published as Treasury 

Decisions), port directors and other 

Customs officers shall refrain from dis-

closing facts concerning seizures, in-

vestigations, and other pending cases 

until Customs action is completed. 

After the penalty proceeding is closed 

by payment of the claim amount, pay-

ment of a mitigated amount, or judi-

cial action, the identity of the violator, 

the section of the law violated, the 

amount of penalty assessed, loss of rev-

enue, mitigated amount (if applicable), 

and the amount of money paid may be 

disclosed to the public by the appro-

priate port director. Public disclosure 

of any other item of information con-

cerning such cases, whether open or 

closed, shall only be made in conform-

ance with the procedures provided in 

§ 103.5. 

[T.D. 81–168, 46 FR 32565, June 24, 1981. Redes-

ignated by T.D. 96–36, 61 FR 19838, May 3, 

1996] 

§ 103.33 Release of information to for-
eign agencies. 

(a) The Commissioner or his designee 

may authorize Customs officers to ex-

change information or documents with 

foreign customs and law enforcement 

agencies if the Commissioner or his 

designee reasonably believes the ex-

change of information is necessary to— 

(1) Ensure compliance with any law 

or regulation enforced or administered 

by Customs; 

(2) Administer or enforce multilat-

eral or bilateral agreements to which 

the U.S. is a party; 

(3) Assist in investigative, judicial 

and quasi-judicial proceedings in the 

U.S.; and 

(4) An action comparable to any of 

those described in paragraphs (a) (1) 

through (3) of this section undertaken 

by a foreign customs or law enforce-

ment agency, or in relation to a pro-

ceeding in a foreign country. 

(b)(1) Information may be provided to 

foreign customs and law enforcement 

agencies under paragraph (a) of this 

section only if the Commissioner or his 

designee obtains assurances from such 

agencies that such information will be 

held in confidence and used only for 

the law enforcement purposes for 

which such information is provided to 

such agencies by the Commissioner or 

his designee. 

(2) No information may be provided 

under paragraph (a) of this section to 

any foreign customs or law enforce-

ment agency that has violated any as-

surances described in paragraph (b)(1) 

of this section. 

[T.D. 86–196, 51 FR 40792, Nov. 10, 1986. Redes-

ignated by T.D. 96–36, 61 FR 19838, May 3, 

1996] 
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